A place
of rest for
those who
Served.
case for support

Dr. M. Richard Rose

Sampson Veterans Memorial Cemetery,
Board Chairman

An officer in the United States Marine Corps,
M. Richard Rose was on active duty from 1955 to
1959, joining the active reserves in 1962 and retiring
in 1986 with a total of 31 years of service. He earned
his Ph.D. from the University of Pittsburgh and
held several teaching positions before serving
as a Deputy Assistant Secretary for the Defense
Department (1971-74). A former president of
both Alfred University (1974-79) and RIT (197992), Dr. Rose has served on the board for numerous
corporations, and as a trustee for several colleges,
including the U.S. Air Force University.
As Chairman of the Capital Campaign Committee,
Dr. Rose will serve as the leader and spokesman of the
campaign, guiding fundraising eﬀorts and spearheading various outreach and educational initiatives.
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Dedication Ceremony • July 30, 2011

Thanks to the eﬀorts of dedicated volunteers and the
legislative eﬀorts of NYS Senator Michael F. Nozzolio,
Sampson Veterans Memorial Cemetery was officially
dedicated on July 30, 2011. While initial funding
enabled the establishment of the cemetery, securing
additional funding is vitally important to ensure
its ongoing and long-term care, maintenance and
eventual expansion.

Sampson Veterans Memorial Cemetery is located
on the site of the former Sampson Naval and Air
Force Base, one of the most historically significant
military sites in the Finger Lakes region. Overlooking
the eastern shore of Seneca Lake, it’s a permanent
memorial to our nation’s servicemen and women,
and serves as the final resting place for veterans
and their eligible dependents.

Whether they served during war or peacetime,
in combat or support, around the world or here
at home, our military veterans have earned our
respect and gratitude.
Your generous donation to the Sampson Veterans
Memorial Cemetery will help ensure that our
nation’s heroes have a final resting place that
honors their service to our nation.
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All gave some.Some gave all.
When the call to duty came, they answered.
They came from every corner of the state and nation—
from big cities and small towns, and from farm communities like those that surrounded the Sampson Naval and
Air Force Base. They left behind families, friends, careers
and loved ones to stand shoulder to shoulder with other
service members in defense of our country. They arrived
unsure, not knowing anyone, but graduated as sailors,
airmen or soldiers, with lifelong friends.
Over 1 million of these servicemen and women spent
part of their military career at either Sampson Naval
Training Station or the Air Force Basic Training Center.
It’s fitting, therefore, that this historically significant site
has been chosen as the final resting place for any honorably
discharged veterans, their spouses and, in some cases,
their dependent children.
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A Place of

History

When America entered World War II in December,
1941, there was an urgent need to equip and train
soldiers, sailors, airmen and marines. In the spring
of 1942, construction began on the Sampson Naval
Training Station on the east shore of Seneca Lake,
close to the Army Ordnance Depot (later Seneca
Army Depot). Over 5,000 Navy personnel operated
and maintained the station, and more than 411,000
Naval recruits were trained there during the three
and one-half years of operation. Sampson then
served as a Separation Center, overseeing the
discharge of as many as 400 service members daily.
After discharging over 65,000 service members,
the center was closed in 1946.
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After the war, the station was used as a temporary
college for 15,000 vets who attended classes under
the GI Bill. Sampson College operated from September
1946 to June 1949 and matriculated 7,500 students,
950 of which received two-year degrees.
With the outbreak of the Korean War, Sampson returned
to active use as a Basic Military Training Base for the
Air Force. Over 300,000 airmen received their basic
training at Sampson AFB, preparing them for service
in the Korean War, as well as other Air Force missions
in the U.S. and around the globe. In 2000, after serving
as a temporary home to over 1 million servicemen and
women, the base was officially closed.

A Place of

Honor

Sampson Veterans Memorial Cemetery serves the
burial needs of veterans and their eligible dependents.
It’s a place of honor—hallowed ground that will remind
future generations of the sacrifices that were made
by our nation’s best and bravest.
It’s time for every citizen to take a stand for those who
stood for us. While funding was secured to establish
Sampson Veterans Memorial Cemetery, private funding
must also be secured to ensure proper maintenance.
Your generous support of this funding initiative is
essential. When the call to duty came, they answered.
Today there’s a new call, a call for each of us to show
our respect for the men and women who so honorably
served our nation. And just as their nation needed
them, we need you.

Thanks to grateful patriots like you, our nation’s
veterans can be assured of a dignified military
funeral worthy of their service.

Your Donation Makes A Difference
To make your gift of support, please contact:
William R. Yale USN (RET)
Director, Sampson Veterans Memorial Cemetery
1 DiPronio Drive, Waterloo, NY 13165
Phone: 607-379-0197
Email: wyale@co.seneca.ny.us
All donations are tax deductible. Please make checks
payable to Sampson Veterans Memorial Cemetery.

For more information, visit our website
at www.sampsonveteranscemetery.com
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Welcome Center and Chapel Project
In Phase I of the SVMC Master Plan, the building shell
of the former firehouse was restored. Phase II construction
will focus on the interior, creating a welcome center,
administrative and operational offices, a cemetery records
room and public restrooms. Additionally, the original fire
truck bays will be converted to multipurpose/sanctuary
space for gatherings and ceremonies for up to 100 people.
One of the most striking features will be the large, stained
glass windows portraying the U.S. Military Service Seals, as
well as the SVMC Seal. The former hose tower will serve as
the shaft for a new elevator and will house the cemetery’s
electronic carillon system. This plan preserves a piece of the
Sampson Naval and Air Force Base’s history while meeting
the needs of the Sampson Veterans Military Cemetery.
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Columbarium Project
The SVMC Master Plan includes the transformation of
the station’s former power plant into a columbarium,
providing more than 1,600 niches to accommodate the
urns of veterans and their companions. Each niche will
be adorned with an individualized, engraved cover, and
the facility itself will provide an interior gathering space,
an exterior reflecting pool, a niche locator kiosk and public
restrooms. The building’s original concrete coal silo will
serve as an elevator shaft and will support a 60’ high
observation deck, providing visitors with a view of the
cemetery, Seneca Lake and the surrounding countryside.
The building’s interior will feature a natural and timeless
palette of materials, including ceramic tile floors, timber
trusses and natural wood benches. The transformation
of the building is a sustainable and sensitive adaptation of
an existing structure that embodies the physical memory
of the site’s rich history.

© 2012 PLAN Architectural Studio, PC
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The average age for World War II-era veterans is approaching 90.
Veterans of the Korean War are entering their 80s, while those
who served during Vietnam are over 65. Veterans of other conflicts,
including the Gulf wars and Afghanistan—as well as those who
served during peacetime—deserve to know we value their service.
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America's Veterans: by the numbers
TOTAL NUMBER OF LIVING VETERANS

NUMBER OF VETERANS WHO DIE EACH DAY

22 million

World War II
Korean War
Vietnam Era
All Veterans

AVERAGE AGE
World War II
Korean War
Vietnam Era

88 years
81 years
65 years

NUMBER OF LIVING COMBAT-ERA VETERANS
World War II
Korean War
Vietnam Era

3,242,000
3,086,400
7,286,500

900
400
390
1,800

VETERAN POPULATION IN NEW YORK
Total veteran population:
(7.1% of the population)
World War II:
(12.5% of all WWII veterans,
the highest level in the nation)
Korean War:
Vietnam Era:

950,400
200,000

122,300
306,300
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As we express our gratitude, we must never forget that the highest
appreciation is not to utter words, but to live by them.
–John Fitzgerald Kennedy

Sampson Veterans
Memorial Cemetery
Director
William R. Yale USN (RET)
607-379-0197
wyale@co.seneca.ny.us
1 DiPronio Drive
Waterloo, NY 13165

